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Well if we could, with the Lord's help this morning If we could turn back to that portion of
scripture that we read The Gospel according to John and chapter 8 John chapter 8 and if
we read again from verse 3 Where it says Then the scribes and Pharisees brought to him
a woman That is him, that is Jesus A woman who was caught in adultery And when they
had set her in the midst They said to Jesus Teacher, this woman was caught in adultery In
the very act Now Moses in the law commanded us that such should be stoned But what
do you say?

This they said testing him That they might have something of which to accuse him But
Jesus stooped down and wrote on the ground with his finger As though he did not hear So
when they continued asking him He raised himself up and said to them He who is without
sin among you Let him throw a stone at her first Please don't point fingers Please don't
point fingers That was the plea of the NHS in the Western Isles this past week You know
after so many comments appeared on social media Blaming NHS staff in the Western
Isles Hospital For allowing the coronavirus to spread And causing us to move into tier 4
Now while | share everyone's frustration Of going into another lockdown | completely
agree with the statement

Which the NHS Western Isles gave Because they said To blame anyone Or to point
fingers As we said to the children Is unhelpful The staff of the NHS Western Isles Have
been working tirelessly And selflessly throughout this pandemic And have put themselves
in the front line Without a second thought Don't point fingers You know surely we should
be praising the NHS Rather than pointing fingers at them But you know that's our sinful
nature isn't it We're always so quick to point fingers And to blame people We want to point
the finger And you know that's what we see As we come to this passage in John's Gospel
The religious leaders are pointing the finger At this woman who has been caught in
adultery Now you know that this incident It takes place during the Feast of Tabernacles
Because as we said Chapter 7 and 8 in John's Gospel

They form one scene And the scene is the Feast of Tabernacles And the Feast of
Tabernacles As we've said before It was an annual festival in the Jewish calendar And it
commemorated and celebrated The Lord's protection of his people And even the provision
in the wilderness The provision of water and light And as we saw last Lord's Day It was on
the morning of the great day After the religious leaders had completed Their ritual of
pouring that living water From the pool of Siloam And pouring it around the altar of
sacrifice It was then that Jesus stood up in John 7 And he spoke into the silence And he
said If anyone thirsts Let him come unto me and drink But you know another feature of the
Feast of Tabernacles Was that during the feast The temple was brightly lit each evening
And God willing we'll consider this in greater detail
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Next Lord's Day But in anticipation of the Messiah coming Who as they said He would be
a light in darkness There was always this lighting ceremony During the Feast of
Tabernacles And it's during this lighting ceremony In the temple that we read in verse 12
That Jesus stood up again And he spoke into the darkness And said | am the light of the
world He who follows me Shall not walk in darkness But shall have the light of life And
what John is asserting and affirming to us Is not only that Jesus is the Messiah But that
Jesus is able to deal with the desires And darkness of sin Jesus is able to deal with the
desires And darkness of sin Jesus is able to quench our spiritual thirst As we saw in John
7 And he's able to bring light Into our spiritual darkness

As we see here in John 8 Jesus is able to deal with the desires And darkness of our sin
But you know in order to emphasise his point John he sandwiches between These two
statements of Jesus He sandwiches an illustration An illustration of a woman caught in
adultery She's a woman who had sinful desires And a woman who was still in the
darkness of sin And you know what John does in these verses Is he uses this very
personal illustration In order to emphasise to us That Jesus is the only one He's the only
one who's able to deal With our sinful desires And our darkness of sin Jesus is the only
one who's able to deal With the desires and darkness of sin And so I'd like us to just
consider This sandwiched section this morning

And | want us to consider it under three headings The display of sin The deterrent of sin
And the discipline of sin The display of sin The deterrent of sin And the discipline of sin So
first of all we see the display of sin The display of sin We read in verse 2 Now early in the
morning Jesus came again into the temple And all the people came to him And he sat
down and taught them Then the scribes and Pharisees Brought to him a woman caught in
adultery And when they had set her in the midst They said to him Teacher, this woman
was caught in adultery In the very act Now Moses in the law Commanded us that such
Should be stoned But what do you say?

So John tells us that While it was still early in the morning Jesus went to the temple He
went into the temple courtyard To teach Now as you know This wasn't the first time That
Jesus taught in the temple Because as we saw even in chapter 7 Jesus taught the
religious leaders And he taught them in the temple That they were nothing but Holy
hypocrites They were holy hypocrites Who were twisting and tweaking The word of God
To suit themselves And you remember in John 7 That Jesus He asserted and affirmed
That God's word Is authoritative And that we must submit And surrender our lives To the
inspired Inerrant And infallible word Of God And the thing is Jesus taught with such
authority You'll remember that He called the religious leaders out For who they really were
They were nothing but Holy hypocrites And as Jesus addressed These holy hypocrites

He addressed them Head on And you'll remember When he addressed them Head on
They held back Because instead of Apprehending and arresting Jesus As they had been
told to do They just stood there They stood there Silent And speechless In fact the reason
The temple officers Didn't bind Jesus And bring him To the religious leaders Was because
As they said No one ever spoke Like this man No one ever spoke Like this man And the
concern Which the religious leaders Had was that In their mind More and more people
Were being deceived By this Jesus Because there was Mounting tension You'll remember
There was tension Between the Jews And Jesus And Jesus Was becoming In their eyes
Israel's most wanted man The religious leaders They thought That Jesus Was guilty Of
religious extremism And political terrorism
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And that Jesus He was inciting The people To turn against The religious establishment To
the point That the religious believers They even believed That if they didn't Stop Jesus He
would take over The nation If they didn't Take Jesus out And kill him He would cause This
revolution But you know What's remarkable Is that the religious leaders They had tried For
a whole year To condemn Jesus For breaking For breaking The Sabbath Do you
remember How Jesus Had healed The man On the Sabbath day And it caused An uproar
In Jerusalem Among the religious leaders And they wanted To kill Jesus And for a whole
year They waited for Jesus To come back To the feast Of tabernacles So that they could
Condemn Jesus By death For breaking Or supposedly Breaking The fourth
commandment But as Jesus Explained to them

In the temple That they were Nothing but Holy hypocrites Because they were Seeking to
kill him And by seeking To kill him They were in Violation Of the sixth commandment But
now we see In chapter 8 That the religious leaders They want to test And trap Jesus In
relation To the seventh commandment Because as Jesus Is teaching In the temple
courtyard Early in the morning We're told that the religious leaders They disturb Jesus'
discourse They disrupt everything That's going on And they bring in a woman Who had
been caught In adultery And they just shove her In front of Jesus And you know You can
almost imagine The scene Can't you?

Jesus is He would be sitting On the steps Of the temple courtyard And he would be
Teaching the people About the things of God And eternity When all of a sudden The
religious leaders They disrupt And even Disperse the crowd By dragging This adulterous
woman Right in front of Jesus And they just say to him In a derogatory way Teacher This
woman was caught In adultery In the very act Now Moses In the law Condemned Has
commanded us That such a woman Should be stoned Stoned But what do you say?

What do you say? Of course it was A loaded question But you know The shame And the
humiliation Which this woman Must have felt Being dragged Into the temple court In front
of a whole crowd And then thrown In front of Jesus And yet what's remarkable Is the way
in which The religious leaders Explained to Jesus That this woman Had been caught In
the very act Of adultery Now as John Has already told us It was still early In the morning
But to have actually Caught this woman In the act of adultery As they said they did It
would have meant That the religious leaders Witnessed this woman In bed with another
man Who was not her husband But as you're aware Committing adultery Is not something
That's done In public It's done In private Committing adultery Is a secret

Sin But in order to Preserve And protect That secret Sin The adulterer Or the adulteress
Needs to lie And deceive The one Whom they're committing Adultery against Whether it's
their husband Or their wife But the secret sin Of committing adultery You know It is rarely
revealed By being caught In the very act It's rarely revealed By being caught In the very
act Because Adultery is usually Revealed Either by Confession Or by Conception Adultery
is usually Revealed Either by Confession Or by Conception You know Was that not the
case With King David David tried to Conceal his adultery With Bathsheba But he couldn't
His adultery Was revealed First of all By conception And then later By confession As we
have it

In Psalm 51 And so for the Religious leaders To have Actually caught This woman In the
act Of adultery It would have meant That they witnessed This woman In bed With another
man Who was not Her husband Which as we'll see In a moment It was not True But this
brings us Secondly to The deterrent Of sin So the display Of sin And then the Deterrent Of
sin The deterrent Of sin Look at verse 4 They said to him Teacher This woman Was
caught In adultery In the very act Now Moses In the law Commanded us That such Should
be stoned But what do you say This they said Testing him That they might Have
something Of which to Accus him But Jesus Stooped down And wrote On the ground With
his finger As though he Did not hear So when they Continued asking him He raised
himself Up and said To them He who is
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Without sin Among you Let him Throw a stone At her First You know We're all familiar
With the phrase It takes two To tangle It takes two To tangle And it's Especially true When
it comes to Committing adultery But you know Adultery doesn't Just start With lust
Adultery starts With a look That was The case with King David And Bathsheba It started
With a look And a look Led to lust And lust Led to lies And lies Led to let down It started
With a look You know That's why Jesus warned us About the severity Of sin In the
sermon On the mound You remember Jesus said He said You have heard That it was
said You shall not Commit adultery But | say To you That everyone Who looks At a
woman With lustful Intent Has already

Committed adultery With her In his heart And so According to Jesus Adultery doesn't Start
with lust Adultery starts With a look And there are Always two parties Involved It always
takes Two to tangle And both are Equally responsible For committing Adultery But in this
case As you see There's no mention Of the man There's ho mention Of his involvement
And this is important Because when the Religious leaders When they dragged And
displayed This woman Before the crowds And even before The Christ They asserted And
affirmed To Jesus That she had been Caught in the act And the law Of Moses Condemns
her To death Because the Religious leaders They claim that According to The Mosaic law
Adultery was A capital offence And was punishable By the death penalty Of course The
religious leaders They were right They were right To say that

Adultery was A capital offence But the law Condemned Both parties Not just The woman
Who had been Caught You know In the holiness Laws of Leviticus chapter 20 We read
there The man who Commits adultery With another Man's wife He who Commits adultery
With his Neighbour's wife The adulterer And the adulteress Shall surely Be put To death
And so what That holiness Law says Is that both Parties were Guilty of Committing
adultery Not just The woman But you know What we have To understand About adultery
Being a Capital offence And punishable By death Is that this Holiness law Was part of The
civil law Meaning that It only applied To the Covenant Nation Of Israel The Mosaic law

The law of Moses Which makes up The first Five books Of the Bible It is It's Said We
describe It as being Divided into Three sorts Of categories The moral Law The sacrificial
Law And the Civil law The moral Law Is the Ten Commandments Which applies To the
Whole of Humanity Because God Has God has Inscribed the Moral law Upon our Hearts
That's why You have a Conscience Even though You may not Be a Christian You have a
Conscience That tells You what's Right And what's Wrong Because the Moral law The
Ten Commandments Has been Inscribed Upon your Heart And that's Why as We'll see
With the Religious Leaders That's why They were Convicted By their Conscience They
had The moral Law Written upon Their Heart Then there's The sacrificial Law Which
related To all the Different types Of sacrifices And rituals Of all the Things that were
Offered at the Temple

And also at The tabernacle But these Laws The sacrificial Laws They're no Longer
Applicable Since Jesus Has fulfilled Them all He was the Ultimate Sacrifice He offered
Himself As the Ultimate Sacrifice For sin At Calvary And then we Have the Civil Law
Which Emphasized How the Israelites Were to Relate to One another And to God Within
their Covenant Community Within the Covenant Nation Of Israel And many of These civil
Laws Were called Holiness Laws Because as A nation The Israelites Had been called To
be A holy Nation And a Peculiar People A Treasured People And again The civil Law It no
Longer Applies To us As those Living in The Isle Of Lewis Or Even Out with The nation Of
Israel Because the Civil laws They applied To the Covenant Nation Of Israel
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Yes There's A part In Romans Chapter 11 Where Paul Describes The Christian As part Of
the Spiritual Israel But the Civil law Only applied To the Physical Nation Of Israel Now
many People They condemn And criticise Christianity Because they Consider The God Of
the Bible To be A harsh God Rather Than a Holy God They say That the God of The Bible
Is nothing But a Harsh God Who Condemns People To hell But you Know we Have to
Remember First of All who God Is God Is holy The Bible Says that God is Of purer Eye
Than to Behold Evil That he Cannot Look upon Iniquity God Is righteous Meaning that
There's no Unrighteousness In him And God Is light And in Him There is No Darkness At
all And so When God

Called the Nation of Israel To be His People They were To reflect His Character They
were To be A holy Nation And a Peculiar People And the Nation of Israel Were given
These holiness Laws Which in Our 21st Century They may Seem Strict And severe But
you Know if Anything When you Read these Holiness Laws These Holiness Laws Acted
as A deterrent To sin These Holiness Laws Acted As a Deterrent To sin Because you
Know it was Very rare To hear Of a Case Of adultery You know in His commentary The
New Testament Scholar Don Carson He writes Although Capital Punishment By stoning Is
still Meted out Today in Some Muslim Countries For the Offense Of Adultery He says
There is Little Evidence That was Carried Out Very Often In First Century Palestine The

Holiness Laws They Acted As a Deterrent To sin And you Know my Friend You can
Actually See what Happens In the Case Of Adultery When you Don't Have That Deterrent
To sin Because In our Unholy Nation Of Great Britain Adultery Is no Longer Seen As
Immoral Because As you Know It's Promoted On our TV Screens It's Was Practised By
our Prime Minister And it's Seen as Something Positive Among Celebrities We see
Adultery All the Time And you Know the Fact Remains An Interesting Fact One In five
British Adults Admit To Having An Affair And of Those Who Have Had An Affair Only Fifty
Percent Stopped At Just One Twenty Five Percent Of British Adults Went On To Have
Two Affairs While

Twenty Percent Have Participated In Three Surprisingly This Fact States That Eight
Percent Have Had Five Or More Affairs And It Said That Women Are More Likely To Have
An Affair Than Men And so You can Understand Why this Holiness Law Was In Place It
Was A Deterrent To Sin The Law Was There To Protect And Prevent The Heart And The
Heartache Of Family Breakdown And Family Breakups It Was A Deterrent To Sin But You
Know The Greatest Deterrent To Sin Is Not The Law Of God But The Love Of God The
Greatest Deterrent To Sin Is Not The Law Of God But The Love Of God It Was The Early
Church Father Augustine

He Said Love God And Live As You Please Love God And Live As You Please Obviously
Augustine He Wasn't Giving Us A Licence To Sin No The Opposite In Fact He Was
Calling Us To Love The Savior Because Augustine Said That If We Really Love God As
We Have Been Commanded To Do And Even As We Confess To Do As Christians If We
Love God And Follow The Greatest Commandment Which Is To Love The Lord Your God
With All Your Heart With All Your Mind With All Your Soul With All Your Strength And Your
Neighbor As Yourself If We Really Love God Then We Want To Do What Pleases Him We
Will Love God And Live As We Please We We Love God And Live As We Please And As
Jesus Said To His Disciples If You Love Me You Will Keep My Commandments If You
Love Me You Will Keep My Commandments And So The Greatest Deterrent
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To Sin Is Not The Law Of God It's The Love Of God And We're To Love God In Response
To His Love And Demonstration Of That Love To In Jesus Christ But You Know As John
Explains Here The Religious Leaders They Brought This Woman In Order To Test And
Trap Jesus Into Saying Something Against The Law Of Moses And As You Know This
Wasn't The First Time That They Tried This They Did It In Chapter 5 And Chapter 6 And
Chapter 7 And Now They're Doing It Again Here In Chapter 8 The Religious Leaders
Were Like These Holy Hypocrites Who Were Twisting And Tweaking The Word Of God
To Soothe Themselves And Also To Try And Trap Jesus But Notice Jesus Doesn't
Respond To Them Jesus Doesn't Say Anything To Them Instead Jesus We're Told He
Bends Down And He Writes On The Ground Of The Temple Courtyard With

His Finger Now We're Not Told What Jesus Wrote On The Ground But As You Can
Expect There Have Been Lots Of Suggested Speculations Some Suggest That Jesus
Wrote The Words Of Of Jeremiah Chapter 17 And He Wrote These Words In Relation To
The Religious Leaders Where It Says Those Who Turn Away From You Shall Be Written
In The Earth For They Have Forsaken The Lord The Fountain Of Living Water And You
Know It's A Sensible Suggested Speculation After What Has Just Happened At The
Temple With The Water Sacrifice But You Know | Would Be More Inclined To Go With
The Suggested Speculation That Jesus Wrote On The Ground With His Finger He Wrote
The Seventh Commandment Jesus Wrote The Commandment Which This Woman Had
Broken Thou Shalt Not Commit Adultery But

As You Would Expect Jesus Would Have Written The Commandment In Hebrew Which
Would Have Only Been Two Words Lo Tenaf Lo Tenaf Thou Shalt Not Commit Adultery
And You Know | Believe That Jesus Wrote The Seventh Commandment On The Ground
With His Finger Why In Order To Remind And Reaffirm To These Religious Leaders That
The Ten Commandments Were Written By God With The Finger Of God And That Jesus
Is God Jesus Wrote The Seventh Commandment On The Ground With His Finger To
Remind And Reaffirm To The Religious Leaders That The Ten Commandments Were
Written By God With The Finger Of God And That Jesus Is God This Brings Us Lastly To
Consider The Discipline Of Sin The Display Of Sin The Deterrent Of Sin And

Then The Discipline Of Sin The Discipline Of Sin Look At Verse Seven So When They
Continued Asking Him He Raised Himself Up And Said To Them He Who Is Without Sin
Among You Let Him Throw A Stone At Her First And Again He Stooped Down And Wrote
On The Ground Then Those Who Heard It Being Convicted By Their Conscience Went
Out One By One Beginning With The And And And And And And And And And And You
Know We're All Familiar With That Phrase People Who Live In Glass Houses Shouldn't
Throw Stones And That Was Certainly True Of The Religious Leaders Who Were Ready
To Point The Finger At This Sinner And Stone Her To Death But If The Religious Leaders
Had Stoned Her They Would Have Only Highlighted

Their Hypocrisy Because They'd Have Broken The Law Of Moses A Law Which Clearly
States That In The Act Of Committing Adultery Both Guilty Parties Must Be Stoned And
That The Punishment Of Stoning Must Be Initiated By The One Who Witnessed The Act
Of Adultery And The Religious Leaders They Knew That They Didn't Have Both Parties
Present To Stone Them And They Knew That They Didn't Have Any Witnesses Who Saw
This Sacred Sin Of Adultery And So After Writing The Seventh Commandment On The
Ground We're Told That Jesus Stood He Stood To Speak To These Religious Leaders
And He Said To Them He Who Is Without Sin Cast The First Stone He Who Is Without
Sin Cast The First Stone And Then We See Jesus He Just Stooped Down Again And He
Wrote On The Ground
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But Those Who Heard It Those Who Heard What Jesus Said Meaning The Gathered
Crowd And Also The Religious Leaders Were Told That Being Convicted By Their
Conscience They All Went Away One By One Their God Given Conscience Convicted
Them Of Their Hypocrisy And You Know My Friend It's Good To Be Sensitive To Sin It's
Good To Have A Conscience With Conviction But Your Conscience Will Never Save You
Only Christ Can Your Conscience Will Never Save You Only Christ Can You Know My
Good Friend J.C.

Ryle He Said Conscience Conscience Is An Important Part Of Our Inward Man But It Has
Never Led Anyone To Christ Yet Our Conscience He Says Is Not To Be Despised It's The
Minister's Best Friend When He Stands Up To Rebuke Sin From The Pulpit And It's The
Mother's Best Friend When She Tries To Restrain Her Children From Evil And Quicken
Them To Good But Happy Is He Says Happy Is He Who Prays To Have Their Conscience
Enlightened By The Holy Spirit And Sprinkled With The Blood Of Christ Happy Is He Who
Prays To Have Their Conscience Enlightened By The Holy Spirit And Sprinkled With The
Blood Of Christ And You Know When Jesus Kneeled Down The Second Time To Write
On The Ground With His Finger Again We Don't Know What He Wrote But You You

Know You I'd Like To Know You We mm First Forgiven Forgiven because what we see is
that when everyone walked away from this scene at the temple, we're told in verse 10,
when Jesus had raised himself up and saw no one but the woman, he said to her,
Woman, where are those accusers of yours?

Has no one condemned you? She said, No one, Lord. And Jesus said to her, Neither do |
condemn you. Go and sin no more.

Now, let's not be tempted to think that Jesus went easy on this woman and let her get off
with her sin. Not at all.

Because, you know, we have to remember that this woman, she knew she had done
wrong. She knew that she had broken the commandment. She knew that she had sinned.
She knew that she deserved the death penalty.

No one needed to tell her that. No one needed to highlight her sin to her. But, you know,
what this woman did need was forgiveness. She needed reconciliation and restoration.

This woman needed Jesus to deal with the desires and darkness of her sin. This woman
needed Jesus to deal with her spiritual thirst and her spiritual darkness.

She needed Jesus to discipline her. She needed Jesus to discipline her. Now, we often
have a wrong understanding of discipline.

Because we think of discipline as a negative thing. We think of discipline in a negative
way. But the truth is, discipline is for a positive purpose. Discipline is for a positive
purpose.

It was the Scottish reformer, John Knox, who emphasized in the Scots Confession of
1560, he said that the three marks of the church are the preaching of the word, the
administration of the sacraments, and the discipline of the church.

Church discipline. The three marks of the church. Preaching of the word, the
administration of the sacraments, and church discipline. And so, church discipline is
always to be for a positive purpose.

A positive purpose. Because the biblical pattern for discipline, whether it's the case of
adultery, or stealing, or murder, or lies, or breaking the Sabbath, or idolatry, or apostasy,
whatever the case of discipline, it should be carried out, not in hypocrisy, or in a harsh or
heavy-handed way.

No, discipline must be implemented gently and graciously, with the positive purpose of a
sinner experiencing reconciliation and restoration.
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So discipline is not to be carried out in hypocrisy, in a harsh or heavy-handed way, but
discipline must be implemented gently and graciously, with that positive purpose of a
sinner experiencing reconciliation and restoration.

My friend, the discipline of sin is to be dealt with by the demonstration of Jesus. Because
what we see here is that Jesus didn't sit this woman down on a stool of discipline and
lambast her.

No, Jesus said to this woman, Go and sin no more. Go and sin no more. Of course, Jesus
wasn't saying to the woman, You're now going to live a sinless life.

No, Jesus was saying to the woman, Repent of your sin. Turn away from your sin. And
live in the light of salvation. Repent of your sin.

And you know, what John is reminding us and reaffirming to us, Is that whatever sin we
may be harbouring or holding onto in our heart, Like this woman, We have to come and
call and commit and confess Jesus as Lord.

Because he alone is able to deal with the desires and darkness of our sin. Jesus alone is
able to deal with the desires and darkness of our sin.

My friend, the message of the gospel is a message of reconciliation and restoration. It's a
message of no condemnation and no separation.

It's a message of full and free forgiveness. But let's never forget that in the gospel,
forgiveness is free, but it's not cheap.

Forgiveness is free, but it's not cheap. It cost our sinless saviour everything. Is that not
why William Cowper said in his hymn, There's a fountain filled with blood, Drawn from
Emmanuel's veins, And sinners plunge beneath that flood, Lose all their guilty stains.

And as Cowper, he went on to say, Dear dying lamb, thy precious blood Shall never lose
its power Till all the ransomed ones of God Be saved to sin no more.

Be saved to sin no more. That's what Jesus said to this woman. Go and sin no more. Go
and sin no more.

My friend, Jesus is able to deal with the desires and darkness of your sin. He's able to
deal with whatever you are harbouring or holding on to in your heart.

He's able to deal with it. If, like this woman, You will only come to him And call upon him
And commit your life to him And confess like this woman did, Confess Jesus As your Lord
And as your saviour.

And Jesus will say to you, Go and sin no more. Well, may the Lord bless these thoughts to
us.

And let us pray together. O Lord, our gracious God, May we give thanks to thee for that
reminder of the God whom we are dealing with.

A God who does not deal with us according to our sin, But a God who deals with us in
grace and in mercy and in forgiveness. And we give thanks today that we live in a day of
opportunity.

A day to come and call and commit and confess. Jesus Christ is our Lord. Help us, we
pray. O help us, Lord, as thy people.

Not to point fingers, but to point to Jesus. Help us, Lord, we pray, to be forgiving. And to
be loving. And to be gracious. And to be gentle. We confess, Lord, that we are not what
we ought to be.

But help us to live like Jesus. And love like Jesus. And even look like Jesus. In the way we
live our lives. O Lord, go before us.
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Protect us. Draw us nearer and nearer to thyself. For we ask it in Jesus' name. And for his
sake. Amen. Well, we're going to bring our service to a conclusion this morning by singing
to God's praise in Psalm 51.

We're going to sing the words of Psalm 51 in the Sing Psalms version. And we're going to
sing from verse 7 down to the verse marked 15. As we mentioned, Psalm 51 is David's.

It's his confession. His prayer for forgiveness after committing adultery with Bathsheba.
And it's a reminder to us. It's my favourite psalm. Psalm 51 is my favourite psalm.

It's a psalm that reminds us that the Lord is able to cleanse us from any sin. Whatever our
sin may be. It doesn't have to be adultery. It could be anything. And yet he's able to
cleanse us and wash us as white as snow.

If we will only come and ask. Because that's the promise. If we confess our sin. He is
faithful and just to forgive us our sin. And to cleanse us from all unrighteousness.

So Psalm 51 from verse 7. Cleanse with hyssop. Purify me. I'll be whiter than the snow.
Let the bones you crush be joyful. May | joy and gladness know.

From my failure hide your face. Blot out all my wickedness. And we'll sing down to the
verse marked 15. To God's praise. Let the bones you crush be joyful.

May | joy and gladness know. May | joy and gladness know. From my failure | pure face.
Blot out all my wickedness. Lord, we eat a new heart in me.

And a steadfast mind renew. Do not take your spirit from me.

Cast me not away from you. Give me back the joy | die.

Keep my willing spirit light. Then I'll teach you ways to sinners.

Rebels will turn back to you. Free me from what guilt my Savior.

God most merciful and true. Then I'll praise your righteousness.

Teach my lips your name to bless. Because of your course is themm.

Long time WE put us through your heart. May | live on this beast. At this moment we have
done a mmm united world. God is Much fenbym Probably sad.

Then we die real faith andmm, | love to keep our paths and friends to drain on us. For this
theory, God is trulyzeugtimal bientét one person. m it July 59st,
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